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ESA’s Ministerial Council (MC): Significant increase in the budget over time

ESA’s Ministerial Council 

Source: ESA
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• ESA 2019+: United Space in Europe
• Narrative: 

Inspiration, competitiveness, responsibility

• Space has become even more relevant since
the last MC, space applications provide 
efficient solutions to today's problems, e.g. 
EU Parliament declared climate emergency 
yesterday (earth observation)

+75%
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ESA Ministerial Council 2019 – results

Source: ESA
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ESA Ministerial Council 2019 – results
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Space 19+ / ESA‘s Ministerial Council meeting on November 27-28 in Sevilla, Spain

Ministerial Councils bring together ESA’s Member States every                                                                     
two to three years to decide on new proposals and funding for ESA’s next years of work

Budget decision:

EURO 14.4 billion in total from 22 member states

Science & 
Exploration

Safety & 
Security

Applications

Enabling & 
Support
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Space 19+ / ESA‘s Ministerial Council meeting on November 27-28 in Sevilla, Spain

Segment „Applications“

6 new copernicus missions:
Being system prime in 3 studies and
instrument prime in 1 study out of 6 
missions, OHB is well positioned to 
lead two Copernicus Expansion 
missions and to participate in more

The basis for realisation of the

6 new missions would be funded
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Space 19+ / ESA‘s Ministerial Council meeting on November 27-28 in Sevilla, Spain

Segment „Applications“

ELECTRA: Innovative platform 
for telecommunication 
satellites (electric propulsion)

Financing of the initial 
mission: various potential 
customers are under discussion 
for contract conclusion

Funding for the mission

realisation is available

(phase 3 of the project)
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Space 19+ / ESA‘s Ministerial Council meeting on November 27-28 in Sevilla, Spain

Segment „Safety & Security“

HERA:                             
OHB System is 
leading a study for 
the possible future 
mission

Flyeye telescope:
OHB Italia is prime 
contractor for the  
first Flyeye
telescope

HERA fully funded

(oversubscription):                                 

mission will be realised
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Space 19+ / ESA‘s Ministerial Council meeting on November 27-28 in Sevilla, Spain

Segment „Safety & Security“

OHB System AG is 
conducting a study in 
which investigations 
will be carried out for                      
a mission to 
"Lagrange Point 5“,      
it is about 150 million 
kilometers from 
Earth

Lagrange mission: over

threeshold, capability for

instrument TRL rise

(preparation for MC 2022)
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Space 19+ / ESA‘s Ministerial Council meeting on November 27-28 in Sevilla, Spain

Segment „Safety & Security“

Adrios: 
Pathfinder 
mission for 
technology 
probing, in 
which OHB 
Sweden could 
participate

Adrios will be realised
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Space 19+ / ESA‘s Ministerial Council meeting on November 27-28 in Sevilla, Spain

Segment „Science & Exploration“

ESPRIT Module:
OHB System is handling in 
the context of a study key 
development tasks                 
(design work on the 
structure of the module, 
the thermal system and 
the xenon-refueling 
system)  as a subcontractor 
for Thales Alenia Space

Habitat: MT Aerospace 
(structural elements)

Modest german

contribution, target for

German SMEs
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Space 19+ / ESA‘s Ministerial Council meeting on November 27-28 in Sevilla, Spain

Segment „Science & Exploration“

OHB system made a 
significant 
contribution to the 
Exomars 2016/2020 
mission and is now 
well prepared to 
contribute to the 
Mars Sample Return 
campaign

Mars Sample Return 

Mission: Moderate 

German contribution
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Space 19+ / ESA‘s Ministerial Council meeting on November 27-28 in Sevilla, Spain

Segment „Enabling & Support“

Beside MT Aerospace’s contribution to the new 
developed Ariane 6 launcher, an additional budget is 
requested for 
• the development of technologies which could 

enhance the launcher in the mid-term future,                        
e.g. carbon-composite technologies

• a kick-stage for the Ariane 6.2 configuration and for 
the smaller launcher Vega

A significant budget has been created for the optimisation

of Ariane 6


